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Lockdown! 

As we go to press, our Prime  Minister has announced a level 4 shut-down of 

all non-essential businesses and services due to the Covid 19 virus. This will 

have a serious short and medium term effect on the ability of our club to 

provide teaching services and to hold social meetings. There is one bright 

side- the reduction in vehicle and air travel world-wide is going to markedly 

reduce CO2 emissions. Let’s hope Planet Earth can take a great big breath 

of fresh air!.  

Chairman’s message: Just a note to remind you that under the current lock 

down conditions, we have suspended all classes and personal help sessions. 

Anybody keen to do a course can purchase the course material from Muriel 

and have telephone access to a tutor to get questions answered. Payment 

for manual  by Online payment only please, No cash. 

Now we are all at home, this would be a good time to get your computer 

organised, eg by: 

 Sorting your documents into folders for easy access 

 Purging old documents you have kept but never use. 

 Sorting out those ten thousand photos you have which you have been 

putting off doing. 

Keep smiling. The enforced rest can be really useful. Don’t forget- the bad 

times will pass. 

Annual General Meeting: 

This was held on the 16th March. Your committee for 2020 is as follows: 
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Chairman- Gordon Vick. Secretary- Val Stansfield. Treasurer- Cheryl Whitfield. 

Committee: Malcolm Baigent (past Chairman and Newsletter Editor)), Ann 

Carroll, Muriel Tooley (tutor coordinator, Martin Pracy (Course Convenor) 

Maureen Cameron, Harold Thomas (Speakers). The committee has the power 

to co-opt further members during the year. 

Two of our longstanding committee members were farewelled at the 

meeting and presented with a small gift as a token of appreciation for their 

long service. 

Des Mcmahon: 

A former teacher and school inspector, Des encountered computers in the 

1970s and has been using them since 1986, buying his first PC in 1989. 

to2009. He and Marjorie moved to Cambridge at the beginning of 2010, 

when they joined our club. Des was a tutor from 2010 to 2018, has been on 

committee since 2013 and was chairman from 2013 to 2017 when he was 

awarded Life Membership. 

Des has made an outstanding contribution to our club over the years. H e 

always has good ideas and is the first to put his hand up when  a new job or 

project is in the offing. We will miss him on committee, but hope tom see him 

around the club for many more years. 

We must not forget Marjorie, who quietly and efficiently serves in the kitchen 

every social meeting. Special thanks for all your hard work Marjorie. 

Faeye Carson: 

Faeye signed up as a founding member at the first public meeting in May 

2000. (The club was formally opened by Grant in October of that year). She 

was elected on to committee in 2001 and served as Treasurer for 6 years from 

2002. Faeye has been like the glue that holds the committee together. She 

organises morning teas, buys biscuits and milk, and gifts for speakers, helps 

with Xmas hampers and Xmas decorations, and maintains good links to the 

Health and Community Trust. She is always willing and cheerful and we’ll miss 

her very much. Thanks, Faeye for all that you have done for our club over the 

20 years of its existence. 

Malcolm 

****************************** 

Where I’ve Been: 

I’ve been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm. 

I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there 

too often. 
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Sometimes I’m in Capable, and I go there more often as I’m getting older 

One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense. It really gets the adrenaline 

flowing and pumps up the old heart 

**************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Aware of Coronavirus Scams. 

Whenever there are major problems around the world the 

scammers and crooks take advantage of the situation and Covid-

19 is no exception.  Be wary of any websites or messages offering 

help and advice on this virus as most likely they will lead you to a 

false website where ‘nasties’ can jump aboard your computer if 

you click on links, and could compromise your online banking and 

your security.  For all or any information on the current crisis, only 

trust the Government special website.  There you will find 

everything you need to know.  https://covid19.govt.nz/  or the Ministry 

of Health, NZ. 

Stay Safe, Muriel 

https://covid19.govt.nz/
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As an addendum to that, at a time of lockdown there is an increasing trend 

for people to sign up for Netflix. Beware! There is a quite sophisticated and 

widespread fishing scam asking you to sign up. There are prompts to 

“contact us”and “finish your sign-up now’. They even put in a follow-up 

screen saying they are experiencing heavy traffic and could you try again 

later, which, in phishing is like fresh bait to the average sucker! When you log 

in again they get access to lots of your stuff, so stay away! 

Five Simple Steps to be Comfortable with your Smart 

Phone 

1.  Save the battery so your phone lasts longer. There are some 

very simple tricks to make the most of phone battery life. For 

instance, turn down the screen brightness in ‘Settings’, and close 

apps after you have finished using them. Turning your phone to 

silent and turning off vibrations will also help.  

2.  Personalise the screen to make it easier to read. Sometimes 

one problem for us seniors is that the text on our phone is too 

small. Everyone’s eyes are different – so most smartphones will 

allow you to make the text size larger (or smaller) in ‘Settings’. You 

can also turn on the ‘Zoom’ display function, which will zoom into 

your screen further so that everything appears larger.  

3.  Turn on Wi-Fi to reduce data usage. If you are browsing the 

internet on your phone at home or in a café that has Wi-Fi, you will 

need to know how to add the Wi-Fi network on your phone to 

avoid using too much data. That way, you’ll help prevent running 

over your monthly data limits on your phone plan and saving 

yourself money.  

4.  Be savvy about the apps you download. Once your account is 

linked to the app store, it’s very easy to rack up a bill if you don’t 

pay attention to what you are downloading. While most apps 

you’ll need are free, some you need to pay for should be clearly 

marked with the price on the download button. It’s also a great 

idea to set up the free ‘Find My Device’ app (available on 

Android) or ‘Find My iPhone’ app (available on iOS), which can 

help you track a lost or stolen device.  

 

5.  Look for the best phone plan deals. Plans and offers are always 

changing, so it’s best to keep an eye out for the best deal so that 
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you are getting the ‘best bang for your buck’. You can tailor plans 

to your needs – whether you just need a SIM, or want a new 

phone with a new plan. It’s important to keep in mind that us 

seniors can often get discounts by showing our seniors card. 

Muriel 

*********************************** 

Please Note: 

There will be no Courses in April and no Social meeting. Nor will there be a 

newsletter. But we will keep you advised of any updates by email and on the 

website. 

You can still email or phone tutors for advice. 

 

Some Federation support partners 

        

 

 

 


